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corona is a true solar appendage, an intensely luminous
though, inconceivably attenuated cloud of gas, fog, and
dust, surrounding the sun, formed and shaped by solar
forces.

The fact that comets, themselves mere airy nothings,
have several times (the last instance was in 1882) passed
absolutely through the corona without experiencing any
sensible disturbance of path or structure, has, however,
been always felt by many as an almost insuperable
difficulty with this accepted theory, and more than
anything else led Professor Hastings to propose his
new hypothesis. But, on careful consideration, we shall
find that our conceptions of the possible attenuation of
shining matter near the sun will bear all the needed
stretching without involving any absurdity. Recalling
the phenomena of the electrical discharge in Crookes's
tubes, it is clear that a "cloud," with perhaps only a sin-
gle molecule to the cubic foot (but thousands of miles in
thickness), would answer every luminous condition of
the phenomena. And all the rifts and streamers, and
all the peculiar structure and curved details of form, cry
out against the diffraction hypothesis.

At present the most interesting debate upon the sub-
ject centers around the attempts of Dr. Huggins (first
in 1883) to obtain photographs of the corona in full sun-
light. He succeeded in getting a number of plates
showing around the sun certain faint, elusive halo-forms
which certainly look very coronal. Plans were made,
and were carried out, in 1884, for using a similar appa-
ratus upon the Riffelberg in Switzerland, and since then
at the Cape of Good Hope. So far nothing has been
obtained, however, much in advance of Dr. Huggins's
own first results. But since September, 1883, until very
recently, the air, as every one knows, has been full of a
fine haze, probably composed in the main of dust and
vapor from Krakatoa, which has greatly interfered with